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and punishment by such accusations as are of no con-
sequence at all to the public, nor can be of any other use
but to create vexation. Such witnesses are those who can-
not hear an idle intemperate expression, but they must im-
mediately run to the magistrate to inform; or perhaps
wrangling in their cups over night, when they were not able
to speak or apprehend three words of common sense, will
pretend to remember everything the next morning, and
think themselves very properly qualified to be accusers of
their brethren. God be thanked, the throne of our KingT
is too firmly settled to be shaken by the folly and rashness
of every sottish companion. And I do not in the least
doubt, that when those in power begin to observe the
falsehood, the prevarication, the aggravating manner, the
treachery and seducing, the malice and revenge, the love of
lucre, and lastly, the trifling accusations in too many wicked
people, they will be as ready to discourage every sort of
those whom I have numbered among false witnesses, as
they will be to countenance honest men, who, out of a true
zeal to their prince and country, do, in the innocence of their
hearts, freely discover whatever they may apprehend to be
dangerous to either. A good Christian will think it sufficient
to reprove his brother for a rash unguarded word, where
there is neither danger nor evil example to be apprehended;
or, if he will not amend by reproof, avoid his conversation.

II. Ajid thus much may serve to shew the several ways
whereby a man may be said to be a false witness against his
neighbour. I might have added one kind more, and it is of
those who inform against their neighbour out of fear of
punishment to themselves, which, although it be more ex-
cusable, and hath less of malice than any of the rest, cannot,
however, be justified. I go on, therefore, upon the second
head, to give you some rules for your conduct and behaviour,
in order to defend yourselves against the malice and cunning
of false accusers.

It is readily agreed, that innocence is the best protection
in the world; yet that it is not always sufficient without
some degree of prudence, our Saviour himself intimateth to
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